
  

 

 

 A BRIEF HISTORY 
 

 
Throughout the 1960s, the Brazilian Air Force (BAF) enjoyed a period 

of growth and progress with a remarkable increase in their logistical 

operations within the European Continent. As such, the need for a 

logistical representation in Europe became a real necessity. 
 

On 20 December 1968, the Minister of Aeronautics, Lieutenant 

Brigadier Márcio de Souza Mello, created within the Brazilian 

Aeronautical Commission in Washington – USA a subsidiary to 

operate in London – UK under the name of Brazilian Aeronautical 

Commission – Division ‘England’ (BAC England), whose undertaking 

was the establishment of direct contact with local manufacturers 

and suppliers. 
 

The then Brazilian Air Attaché, Col. Roberto Augusto Carrão de 

Andrade, was thus appointed to launch the Brazilian Aeronautical 

Commission as part of the Commercial Section of the Brazilian 

Embassy, on Berkeley Street. Col Carrão is considered to be the first 

head of BAC. 
 

On 18 July 1969, BAC England had their first independent head, Lt. 

Col. Maximiano de Aquino Ramalho, becoming autonomous from 

the Brazilian Air Attaché’s office. In the same year, an office 

located on Curzon Street, close to the Brazilian Embassy, was 

rented, marking the expansion of our Commission. 

 

Throughout the years, the relevance of BAC England was 

cemented by the growing volume of requests from Brazil; hence the 

need to increase in size with the gradual detachment from the 

headquarters at BACW. 
 

On 20 March 1972, the Minister of Aeronautics, Lieutenant Brigadier 

Joelmir Campos de Araripe Macedo, established the Brazilian 

Aeronautical Commission in Europe (BACE) as a fully independent entity from their counterpart in 

Washington marking the beginning of an active and productive Procurement Agency. 

 

As an independent organization, BACE’s mission included support for the Brazilian Air Force military 

personnel serving abroad. Amongst others, projects included the purchase of the legendary HS-748 

AVRO airplanes, in January 1974, from Hawker Siddeley Aviation, Manchester UK. 

 

In 1984, the names of the officials in charge of co-ordination and development of the AM-X 

Programme, in collaboration with the Italian Government, were announced by Presidential Decree. 

 

As the AMX aircraft played an important role in maintaining Brazilian sovereignty in the defence 

programme as a whole, in the same year the Minister of Aeronautics, Lieutenant Brigadier Délio 

Jardim de Mattos, established a Brazilian Ministry of Aeronautics’ Representation in Italy, known as 

REMABI, with headquarters in Rome, to manage all logistical aspects of the said project. REMABI has 

since been under BACE’s administrative management. 

 

 
 

BACE TODAY 
 

BACE’s logistical activities in 

Europe, Africa, Asia and Oceania 

play an important role in the 

expansion of the Brazilian Air 

Force. 
 

The management of important 

international logistical contracts, 

training of personnel, 

procurement and purchase of 

equipment and software, as well 

as new technology, are some of 

the roles played by BACE in that 

international arena. 
 

Within the internal structure of the 

Brazilian Government, BACE also 

contribute through the financial 

and managerial support of all 

military attachés and personnel 

on duty in Europe, Africa, Asia, 

and Oceania. 
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On 4 December 2001, a heraldic shield representing the role of 

BACE within the Brazilian Air Force and their expansion within the 

context of the Brazilian Aeronautical Industry, was approved by 

Lieutenant Brigadier Luiz Carlos da Silva Bueno, then Minister of 

Aeronautics. This shield comes to reinforce BACE’s relevance as 

a military organisation acting in the name of BAF abroad. 

 

Between the years of 2002 and 2007, BACE military and civilian 

staff were reduced to a minimum due to Brazilian Air Force’s 

managerial necessities. 
 

After that period, the Brazilian High Aeronautical Command 

decided to bring BACE back to working in their full capacity. 
 

Thus, BACE’s role has developed and grown to encompass 

procurement, purchase, shipment and the co-ordination of 

technical training, courses and many other activities for the 

support of the Brazilian Air Force and the Brazilian Aeronautical 

Industry as a whole. 

 

Today, under the Brazilian Air Force Logistics Central-Command 

and the Command-General for Support, the Brazilian 

Aeronautical Commission in Europe are actively contributing 

towards Brazil’s progress and national security through the 

expansion of our Air Force and the defence of our space 

sovereignty.  
 

 

NEW PLACE OF BUSINESS 

1972 

On 22 November 1972, the then 

Head of BACE, Col. Cassiano, 

negotiated the acquisition of the 

permanent place of business for 

the Brazilian Aeronautical 

Commission in Europe at 16 Great 

James Street in London. 
 

Number 16, one of fourteen 

chartered buildings on Great 

James Street, built between 1720 

and 1724, proudly boasts an ensign 

that reads “Great James Street 

1721” in accordance with the “Act 

of Parliament 1990”. 
 

Today, BACE’s headquarters 

display the Brazilian flag as an act 

of recognition from the British 

Authorities conceding the building 

status of Brazilian territory. 
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